employed from custom, the origin of which he had in vain endeavoured to trace, but for which were assigned the following reasons :? 1st, That they tend to diminish the size of the abdomen, which effect Dr Cairns maintained was an absolute impossibility. Dr Gordon did not think it possible to apply a binder so tightly as to cause obstruction to the circulation; if it is brought sufficiently far down it will not slip up, and at the same time it will be a great support to the pelvis.
Dr Simpson had come prepared to hear more serious charges brought forward against the use of the binder; the arguments he considered very trifling, and the risks purely hypothetical.
Dr Ritchie agreed generally with the opinion expressed by Dr Macdonald, rather than with that expressed by Dr Cairns. He always applied the binder, and would continue to do so, for, in his observation, patients usually expressed themselves as being more comfortable after it was properly applied. As to its being soiled with the discharges, that could be much lessened by a napkin being used before the binder is put in position.
